30th December 2009
Yesterday I had an email from someone in Canada. They wanted to buy The Stories of Rhys books for their little boy and would have done if they had been in print. They had discovered the website and found the stories very appealing. Clearly, The Stories of Rhys have worldwide potential. I'll be pushing this aspect and the school visits when contacting publishers. Thank you all for the messages of support in the guestbook recently, they are very much appreciated.
20th December 2009
Last week I finished writing the last book in The Stories of Rhys series. All seven books are written and complete now. The entire series is written. The last book reveals everything and also explains some of the story before book one. I'm very, very pleased with it, and it's been very emotional writing the final chapter. I've said many times to those of you who have followed it, just when you think you know everything and you think you know what The Stories of Rhys is all about, you find out that the whole thing wasn't what you thought it was. It's taken me three years and 400,000 words to write it and it is a magnificent and outstanding piece of children's literature. I'll be devoting the New Year to getting it published. Thank you to everyone who has supported me. 
Merry Christmas to you all. Best wishes, ............ Christopher R. Williams
29th November 2009
Just a quick update. TSOR7 is going very well and I'll be starting chapter six tomorrow. It's very odd writing this book because it is the last in the series and I don't have to plan for the next book while I'm writing it. This book reveals everything about the story but there are plenty of surprises too. Is it the end, or is it the beginning?
7th November 2009
I have started TSOR7 already and I began writing it last week. I'm well into chapter three at the moment. I'm determined to finish it by the end of the year and complete The Stories of Rhys series of books. I will then be able to concentrate on getting it published. I have other writing projects that I could start, but I want to spend at least six months lobbying agents and publishers. They have no excuses, all the books in the series will be written by then. As an example of what I'm up against here is what happened last week. I emailed a notable and well established firm of literary agents in London. I asked if they would consider an update to my previous enquiries and give serious consideration to my work now that they are nearly complete. After three weeks I got the following reply. "Thank you for your e-mail. I am sorry but I’m not going to change my mind about the Pegasus stories. They are nicely done but not for me." This shows that they don't even read things properly, yet they have the arrogance to sit in judgement over people like myself. If my email had been a simple English comprehension test, their reply would have been a dismal failure.
9th October 2009
With rejuvenated enthusiasm and self-belief provided by the children of All Saints Primary School, I have been working very hard on TSOR6 and I’m pleased to announce that I have just finished it. It’s tremendously exciting and I’m very pleased with it, and also a little proud. This is the penultimate book in The Stories of Rhys series and I will be starting the final book TSOR7 at the beginning of November and hope to have it finished by the last day of 2009. The planning has already begun but this time it will be slightly different. There will be no section at the back of my planning notes for future books, this of course will be the last one, the conclusion. Thank you to everyone who has supported me this far. Hopefully soon my dedication and hard work will pay off and I’ll come to the attention of a publisher who will do the books justice and launch them onto a worldwide stage that they so richly deserve.
Thank you for all the guestbook entries lately. Keep them coming! 
8th & 24th September 2009
On the 8th September I returned to All Saints Primary school in Manchester for a visit. I spent all morning with the children in Mrs Brown's Y3 class telling them about The Stories of Rhys, and I even read some of the story to them.They were all very enthusiastic and asked lots of questions. We had a drawing competition which I judged and awarded merits for. Well done to the three children who won. It was a great day and the children’s reaction to the books was everything I could have hoped for. They had made a Rhys display in the classroom which was excellent and just like in the book, and I enjoyed reading to them. When will a publisher catch on to the potential of the books? We arranged a field trip to the Great Orme so that they could see the locations for themselves and learn about its history.
On the 24th we all went to Llandudno for the day. I arrived early and set up a dragon pebbles circle on the beach. The children all took turns and Kai turned out to be the best player, King of Dragon Pebbles! We took the tram to the top and had another fantastic tour of the Great Orme copper mines. Thanks to Nick and his staff for their hospitality and generosity. I can’t recommend the tour highly enough, make sure you take your children when you visit Llandudno. Afterwards we went to the Cromlech, the rocking stone (it fooled everybody!) and of course Rhys’s cave. The children were thrilled and excited, and they loved every minute of it. Well done to you all and I’m so glad you enjoyed it. Hello to Seth, Bethany, Daniel, Luke (of course!), Ellen, Kai, Finn, Arlette, Mikey, and everyone else whose names I can’t remember. See you all again soon I hope. Work hard in class and be good for Mrs Brown.
There are photo’s in the gallery section under All Saints Primary 2009.
6th August 2009
TSOR6 is still a work in progress and I haven’t been able to devote as much time to it as I would like. Commitments at home and other things have all taken priority. My son starts college in September and I have been helping him with his end of term exams and enrolment and career choices, not to mention a complete redecoration of his bedroom! 
I have been contacted by All Saints primary school in Manchester again. They would like me to visit in the new term and also accompany them on a field trip to the Great Orme in Llandudno. Naturally I was only too happy to say yes and we will be there some time in September.
15th June 2009
The other week I spent half a day phoning the Welsh tourist board in their various offices. I was passed from one person to another and even spoke to the North Wales office. I was trying to get some help with publishing and maybe some funding as the books would clearly encourage tourism and interest in Wales. The books have already prompted visits from schools and if they were published widely would create even more interest. Even a publisher I spoke to suggested contacting them. They weren’t interested and they couldn’t follow what the books were about or what they could potentially do for Wales. I got nowhere. 
Still writing TSOR6 but it’s going quite slowly. I’ve been trying with publishers again but with no luck. I’ve come to the conclusion that the problem is me. There is nothing wrong with the books, all the interest in them has proved that, and they wouldn’t be used in schools if they weren’t good enough. Publishers only seem to want celebrity authors these days, and I am nobody. I’ve seen in the press how celebrities get offered book deals and huge advances when they have never written a thing in their lives. They don’t even have to write the book, the publisher provides a ghost writer to do that. My books are all my own work and I’ve written every word of them. They are an original and creative work of writing and a significant piece of literature, but all that count’s for nothing in the eyes of a publisher. They won’t take a chance on someone who can write but isn’t famous for something or other. There are publishers who will publish my books, but without full marketing and sales support from one of the big publishers they wouldn’t get very far. I need a publisher that has faith in me personally and can see the potential of The Stories of Rhys.
I shall continue to try and find that publisher. All suggestions welcome.  
18th May 2009
Sorry I haven’t updated for a while, we had a great time at the Victorian Extravaganza. The weather was lovely on the Saturday and Sunday but cloudy with rain on the Monday. It was very busy and as usual there was lot’s to see and do. We had lunch in The Cottage Loaf a couple of times and their Coronation chicken was particularly scrumptious. On the Friday we went on the 750 metre toboggan run on the Great Orme, and my son went down on his own for the first time. I was showing off as usual and went from top to bottom without using the brake and I got very high on the banking in the last few corners which earned me some disapproving looks from the man in charge. Well I was on holiday ! 
I’m on chapter four of TSOR6 and it’s going very well. I’m still trying to find that elusive publisher who will give The Stories of Rhys the chance it deserves. It’s very frustrating but all I can do is keep trying.
29th April 2009
Pegasus publishing phoned me a couple of weeks ago and said they wanted to publish The Stories of Rhys. Their reader review panel and trial readers loved it and they wanted to go ahead. They sent me a publishing contract to sign and it arrived in the post. I had the contract vetted by The Society of Authors (I’m a member) and it was money well spent. They came back to me with various concerns (some of which I’d spotted myself) and points that needed clarity and specific details in the clauses which were vague and ambiguous in places. They also advised me about signing away subsidiary rights and sub-licensing rights. I contacted Pegasus and they invited me to submit the revisions/amendments that the society had suggested, and they said were prepared to negotiate. Only an idiot would have signed it ‘as is’ and I’m not an idiot. They refused any alterations, threw the towel in, and withdrew their offer. Naturally I’m disappointed, but there is no point in signing with a publisher that wants me to sign a contract that is loaded in their favour. I’d rather my work never saw the light of day than do that. With your help, I’ll just have to keep trying.
 It’s the Victorian Extravaganza at Llandudno this weekend. The recent bout of bad weather is clearing and the forecast is much better now. I hope to see some of you there.
17th April 2009
I have already started the sixth book in The Stories of Rhys series. After finishing TSOR5 recently I had a short break and then started TSOR6 which I have had in my mind for well over a year. I have just finished writing the first two chapters and they have been very demanding because they reveal a significant part of the story and answer one of the most important and enduring questions so far. Just when Rhys thinks he has reached a major turning point in his life, his whole world is thrown upside down. With hope from a mythical legend in the form of a mysterious rhyme and the challenge of a puzzle, he faces a race against time far away in the Land of Ice. The Stories of Rhys has become a significant, prolific, and astounding piece of children’s literature, and a truly awesome story.  
8th April 2009
The Victorian Extravaganza will be held at Llandudno, North Wales on the bank holiday weekend 2,3,& 4th May. It is a fantastic annual event for children and a wonderful experience.
All the details are on this website www.victorian-extravaganza.co.uk please take a look. The gallery will give you an idea of what it’s like and the ‘whats on’ section will give you a diary of events over the weekend. Steam engines, fun fair, model railway, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, street theatre, stilt walkers, penny farthings, parades etc. Click on ‘Llandudno town’ and see the slide show of previous years. I hope you can go if only for one of the days, you’ll really enjoy it. I’ll be there all weekend and I hope to see some of you, this will be my 18th year. If you have any questions please email me.
7th April 2009
The Rhys website shop is closed permanently as of today. The eBooks will no longer be available. I will make further announcement’s in due course.
30th March 2009
TSOR5 is finished and it’s a magnificent book in its own right. The book tells a crucial and pivotal part of the story and answers some questions, but it also poses many more as Rhys has to endure tragedy and loss at the time same time as triumph and success. I’ve really enjoyed writing it and I hope you will enjoy reading it, I’m sure you will. I will be starting TSOR6 very soon and I’ve already begun the planning. I’m waiting to hear back from one publisher and I expect them to be in touch at the beginning of April. Don’t forget it’s the Victorian Extravaganza in Llandudno during the first bank holiday weekend in May. I’ll post more information about it in a week or so. If you can go it’s well worth the trip.
13th March 2009
Rhys goes to University! A Lecturer in Medieval History has discovered the books and is very enthusiastic about them. Perhaps that's been the problem in finding a publisher, the books are too intellectual for some of them to understand !  Children can understand them of course so maybe it's that some publishers are just not trying hard enough to appreciate the opportunity they have in front of them. Let's hope my latest submission is getting the fair consideration it deserves. I'm sure it is, they seem very professional and have a structured submissions policy and they keep in touch. I hope to hear from them very soon.
I've just finished chapter 5 of TSOR5 and it's been very emotional writing it. Today I'll be starting chapter six and hope to have this book finished by the end of March. Thanks again to all of you for your continued support and in particular Andy, Valrie, Hazel, Andrea, and C.J.
1st March 2009
Bore da. Good morning to everyone and happy St.David's day to you all. I hope you have used the recipes and made some of Rhys's special Welsh cakes. If you have, then send in your photo's and I'll put them in the gallery section for everyone to see. So come on Fiona, I know you and your mum have made some so lets see how they turned out. I'll be making some later for my family to enjoy and no doubt my son will be taking one to school to have after his lunch, that's if there are any left!
TSOR5 continues to go well. It's an amazing book in the series and you will all love it, but in places it is very sad and moving. There is plenty of action too as the battle for Snowdonia builds to it's ultimate conclusion and there is a mystery to solve. I'm enjoying writing it as much as I hope you will enjoy reading it. I also have a very important submission in at a potential publishers. They have been in touch already and it has been put forward for further consideration. I'm still waiting to hear back from some publishers and literary agents.
9th February 2009
TSOR5 continues to go well and I'll update you all as I go. By the end of this week I should have the first two chapters completed.
After a suggestion from a recent new reader, I have contacted a publisher and sent them a synopsis of The Stories of Rhys and some supporting documentation. They have already shown some interest and I'm waiting to hear from them again. This recent bed weather isn't helping with the post though. Anyone wishing to contact me please do so from the link on the menu bar at the top. Click on "enquiries".
21st January 2009
I have made a start on TSOR5. I'm taking my time with it as this book reveals a lot about the story and explains a lot of the clues to the plot, but not all of them. This will be the most exciting book yet, but at the same time very sad. Exactly why I can't reveal of course.
A publisher in London has had the manuscripts for TSOR1 & TSOR4 since November last year. Last week they returned them unread. This was after they had replied to my initial query letter and asked me to submit them. I spent 20 minutes on the phone to them but they wouldn't explain anything or let me speak to anyone in the editorial department. This is an example of how difficult it is to find a publisher and how unpublished authors are treated when presenting their work even when it has been requested. With you're encouragement and support I will keep trying though. One day my work will land on the desk of someone who is open minded enough to read it and give me a chance. Virtually all successful authors and books were repeatedly turned down before finding someone who was willing to give them a chance. Jacqueline Wilson, Enid Blyton, Roald Dahl, even J.K.Rowling to name but a few. I presented a very compelling submission with good evidence of the support I've already generated, but for some reason they couldn't even be bothered to read any of it. It's as insulting to me as it is to you my readers.  
1st January 2009
A happy and peaceful New Year to you all and a big thank you to everyone who has sent me good wishes for 2009. You all hope that this will be the year that finally sees The Stories of Rhys get published. Thank you all for your continued support.
